
It was full steam ahead for Richard Trevithick 220 years 
ago when he invented the high-pressure steam locomotive, 
marking the beginning of the railway age. Chuff chuff!

To celebrate his first-class achievements, Virgin 
Trains Ticketing is giving free travel to anyone 
with the Trevithick name – now that's something 
to get on board with.

The world’s first steam train 
is created in the UK.

Richard Trevithick’s train 
runs for the first time.

The ‘Rocket’ 
is launched.

The London 
Underground opens.

Paddington station opens.

The world’s first electric passenger train is created.

Most known for departing from Platform 9 
¾, the 5972 Olton Hall locomotive was built.

The first bullet train is 
introduced in Japan.

Japan reclaims the speed title 
creating the fastest train in the world.

Virgin Trains was launched.

Virgin Trains 
Ticketing was 
launched.

Virgin Trains Ticketing 
offers free travel to those 
with the Trevithick name.

France smashes the speed 
record at 515 km/h.

Sources: 
www.railway-technology.com/features/featuretracks- 
in-time-200-years-of-locomotive-technology-4517022/ 

www.britannica.com/biography/Richard-Trevithick 

www.timetoast.com/timelines/the-evolution-of-trains 

facts.net/train-facts/  
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